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original letters, as an ingenious contrivance, however
unsuccessful. This seems the more probable, as any man
would understand by your first letter, that you either
was possessed of the original MSS. or had taken copies
of them; whereas now you talk as if you had no copy
but those written at the bottom of the very letters I have
received from you.

I own I should be better diverted, if it proved that you
have chosen to entertain yourself at my expense, than if
you really thought these pieces ancient. The former would
show you had little opinion of my judgement; the latter,
that you ought not to trust too much to your own. I should
^ot at all take the former ill, as I am not vain of it j I
should be sorry for the latter, as you say, Sir, that you are
very young, and it would be pity an ingenious young man
should be too early prejudiced in his own favour1.

1270.   To THE REV. WILLIAM COLE.

Strawberry Hill, Aug. 12, 1769.

I WAS in town yesterday and found the parcel arrived
very safe. I give you a thousand thanks, dear Sir, for all
the contents, but when I sent you the list of heads I wanted,
it was for Mr. Jackson, not at all meaning to rob you : but
your generosity much outruns my prudence, and I must be
upon my guard with you. The Catherine Bolen was particu-
larly welcome; I had never seen it; it is a treasure, though
I am persuaded not genuine, but taken from a French print
of the Queen of Scots, which I have. I wish you could tell

1 The following note was appended     to  enter  into a  controversy with

by Horace Walpole to this letter :~-     him, I did not finish it, and, only

1 N,B. The above letter I had begun     folding   up   his   papers,   returned

to write to Chatterton on his re-    them,*
demanding Ms MSSM but not choosing the
